
The Husky Iditarod  
Official Newsletter of the Aurora Husky Pups 

“Meeting the Challenge, Exceeding Expectations” 
Mark Standage, Principal                April 2008 

Sally Carlson, Asst. Principal           (402) 694-3167 

 
 

 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
 
Kindergarten Visitation and Registration:  Calling all Kindergarten students!  Each 
year in April we begin planning for the next Kindergarten class.  Letters will be sent to 
families with age eligible children.  If you do not receive a letter by April 1, please call 
the school office.     
 
Kindergarten Visitation and Registration will be held on April 24 at 7:00 p.m.  This 
evening is planned for parents and future Kindergarten students only.  To make this a 
special time for your child, we ask that younger and older siblings not attend.  During 
this session, your child will spend some time with our Kindergarten teachers doing 
some fun activities and learning what Kindergarten is about.  While the children are 
enjoying some time in the classroom, a parent meeting will be held in the gym.  Please 
bring the following:  immunization records; raised seal state birth certificate (not 
hospital certificate); and your child’s Social Security card.  We will be making 
photocopies of these items.     
 
Parents will have the option of enrolling their child in the all day everyday kindergarten 
program or the half-day morning program.  Parents choosing the half-day program 
must realize that their child will be offered a limited curriculum stressing early literacy.  
See you on the 24th!  
 
Internet Safety:  The Internet is a great tool that can provide educational experiences 
that wouldn’t otherwise be possible.  At the same time, it can also be used by some 
individuals to cause harm and rob the innocence of our children.  On Thursday, April 
3rd, Sergeant Jeromy McCoy of the Nebraska State Patrol will be talking with our third 
through fifth grade students about Internet safety.  Sgt. McCoy will address topics such 
as staying safe on-line, cyber bullying and social networking including MySpace and 
Facebook.  Parents are welcome to attend this program that will begin at 1:30 p.m. in the 
middle school theater.   
 
Aurora Parent-Teacher Board:  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Parent-
Teacher Board for the many things they do each year.  This group of individuals works 
behind the scenes to help provide many opportunities for our students that would not 
otherwise be possible.  A special thanks to board members Deb Oswald, Rachel George 
and teacher representative Loree Moss as their time on the board will come to an end at 
the conclusion of this school year.  I would encourage each family to cast their vote for 



the board election.  The ballot can be found on the last page.  Looking forward to a great 
rest of the school year! 
 
 
Mark Standage, Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE!!!! 

SCHOOL CARNIVAL 
FRIDAY, MAY 2nd 

 
 
 

 
 

 
MUSIC NEWS  

 
This year has been a busy and exciting year for the music department.  At the 
beginning of the school year, students were able to experience music class in 
their homerooms.  Each music day students sang, played instruments and did 
several other music activities at their own desk.  We are now back in the music 
room and are able to stretch out and move a little more.  
 

Students have also been able to benefit from a change in the schedule.  Now that 
the elementary is K-5, most of the grades have been able to have longer class 
times.  This change has allowed the students a chance to explore music a little 
deeper and do projects that involve writing and improvising music. 
 

Now that we are headed into the 4th quarter, all the students have either 
performed or are currently preparing for their annual music program.  This fall 
the 2nd and 3rd graders performed the musical “Go Fish” and the 4th graders 
performed the Christmas program, “I Need a Little Christmas Vacation”.  The 
Kindergarten and 1st grade classes are currently working on their program 
“Gettin’ Down with Mama Goose” which will be on Monday, April 7th and 
Tuesday, April 8th.  The 5th graders will perform their last elementary music 
program, “Get in the Game” on Monday, April 28th and Tuesday, April 29th.  
Both of these programs will be at 7:00 p.m. in the Middle School Theater. 
 
With all that is going on, we cannot forget about Sing Around Nebraska.  Each 
year students in the 5th grade and sometimes students in the 4th grade are eligible 



to participate in this event. Ten Aurora students participated this year in Central 
City on February 16th.  These individuals were 5th graders Gabrielle Brosman, 
Alyssa Faber, Sarah Maul, McClain Narber, Logan Ohlson, Dusty Whisenand, 
Bethany Wilson; and 4th graders Cassidy Brechbill, Brooke McCallum, and 
Jonathan Sanderson. Dusty Whisenand and Logan Ohlson were also selected for 
solos for the final concert.   Congratulations to each of these students.    
 

As you can see, this has been an exciting year.  Thanks to everyone that has 
helped out with any of the programs and events we have had this year.  A 
special thanks also to all the parents.  The support you give is priceless.  
 
 
 
 

TITLE 1 NEWS 

 
Spring is here!  It’s hard to believe the school year is in it’s final nine weeks!  For 
the parents of Title 1 students that means we will soon be having our Spring 
Parent Luncheon.  Please mark your calendar for Thursday, April 10.  You will 
be receiving more information soon.  It will give you details of the luncheon on 
the 10th of April. At that time you will be hearing some information about the 
Title 1 program, receiving some helpful ideas to assist your child during the 
summer months, and there will be a Reading Workshop presented by Laurie 
Anderson, one of our Kindergarten teachers. We hope many of you can arrange 
your schedules to join us for lunch that day.  In the mean time, continue to 
support your child by reading with them as often as you can.  
 
 
 
 
 
    

National Library Week 
April 14-18 

More details will be sent  
home with students 

 
 
 
 
 



ACADEMIC QUIZ BOWL 
 

 On Tuesday, March 4th, a combined fourth/fifth grade team traveled to Hastings 
to compete in the Academic Quiz Bowl.  There were 35 teams composed of 
fourth, fifth, and/or sixth graders.  In the double elimination tournament, the 
team lost their first match, won their second match (in triple overtime), and lost 
their third match.  Students on the team were fourth graders Jamie Bish, Cassidy 
Brechbill, Jarod Greenough, Brooke McCallum, and Paige Wergin.  Representing 
the fifth grade were Miranda Earnest, Logan Krejdl, Kylie Nielsen, Bren Pfeifer, 
and Colby Rowan.  Miss Frevert and Mrs. Brechbill coached the team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CALENDAR – APRIL 2007 
 
  7 – Kindergarten/1st Music Program, 7:00 p.m., Middle School 
          Theater, (Sheehan, Hudson, Hansen, Burger, Herzberg) 
  8 - Kindergarten/1st Music Program, 7:00 p.m., Middle School 
          Theater, (Arndt, Anderson, Meyer, Hoffmann, Ostdiek) 
10 – Title I Parent Luncheon, 12:00 p.m., Elementary Media Center 
11 – Deadline to turn in Student Placement Forms  
14 – 5th grade to Stuhr Museum, 9:00 a.m. 
17 – 4 Brechbill and 4 Bachman to Stuhr Museum 
21 – 4 Saddler and 4 Emahizer to Stuhr Museum 
23 – Early Dismissal, 1:30 p.m., Teacher In-service 
24 – Kindergarten Visitation and Registration, 7:00 p.m. 
28 – 5th Grade Music Program, 7:00 p.m., Middle School Theater 
          (Wilson, Frevert) 
29 – 5th Grade Music Program, 7:00 p.m., Middle School Theater 
          (Lehmer, Hoegh) 

 
 

 
 



Welcome Back 

 

 
      
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

****ATTENTION PARENTS**** 
 

The Aurora Parent-Teacher Board would like your vote for the volunteers listed below 
to serve a two-year term on the board.  Please select 4 parents and return this form to 
your child’s teacher by Friday, April 4th.   Please return only one form per family. 

 

VOTE “X” for 4 Parents 
 
______My name is Shelley Carmichael-Smith.  I am a mother of four; Vianna 8, Julia 5, 

Quinten 4 and Ayeanna 2.  I have two children at Aurora Elementary and two still at home.  I am 
a homemaker.  I currently volunteer at the school once a week.  I have a Master’s degree in Early 
Childhood Special Education.  I teach Sunday School at the Methodist Church.  Since moving 
here this past summer, I am eager to serve on the Parent/Teacher Board.  I served two years at 
our former school. 
 

______My name is Lana Dummer.  We have lived in Aurora for four years. We have two 

daughters; Paxtyn, age 6 and a kindergartner at Aurora Elementary and Addisyn, age 2 1/2.  I 
have taught Language Arts for ten years, the last six in Central City.  In May, I will finish my 
Master’s Degree in Education.  We are members of St. Mary's Catholic Church in Aurora.  I look 
forward to the possibility of serving on the Aurora Elementary Parent/Teacher Board. 
 

_____My name is Lisa Kluck.  My husband Shane and I have three children; Trenton is 8 

and is in second grade, Trevor is 6 and goes to Crayola College Preschool and Mackenzie is 1 1/2. 
For the past four years I’ve provided childcare in my home and previous to that I worked for 
Child Protective Services for six years.  I have been a member of the Parent/Teacher Board now 
for the past two years and have really enjoyed being a part of this organization.  I am currently 



President of the Hamilton County Child Care Association, Chairperson of the Chuckwagon 
Group, Chairperson for the Childcare Taskforce and we attend the United Methodist Church.  I 
would really enjoy being re-elected to be on the Parent/Teacher Board.  
 

______My name is Melissa Mertz.  My family moved to Aurora two years ago, from 

Hebron, when my husband Chad got a job working for the City of Aurora.  We have three 
children.  Our oldest son Jack is in 3rd grade, we also have a daughter Amelia who is 4 years old 
and an 18-month old son, Eli.  I work full-time as the Community Educator for Hope Crisis 
Center, a domestic violence/sexual assault advocacy organization.  In my role, I work with the 
communities we serve, primarily in the school systems educating on domestic/dating violence, 
sexual assault, bullying, etc.  I was an active member of the Parent Involvement Group while we 
lived in Hebron and I am a current member of the Bullying Prevention Team at Aurora 
Elementary.  Our family attends Pleasant View Bible Church in Aurora.  I feel I would be an asset 
to the Parent/Teacher Board at Aurora Elementary with my experience working with children 
and in school systems.   
 

______My name is Gayleen Moeller.  I have lived in Aurora for the past three years.   I 

have a Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood and Elementary Education and on occasion am a 
substitute teacher at the Aurora Elementary School.  For the past school year, I have been the 
chairperson for the "Box Tops for Education".  I have been on the Parent/Teacher Board for the 
last two years.  My husband, Brad, is a trooper with the Nebraska State Patrol.  We have two 
sons; Mitchell is in the 8th grade and Trevor is in Kindergarten.  We are members of the Messiah 
Lutheran Church.  I wish to be actively involved with the school, to help assure that our students 
have a positive educational experience, and that the teachers have the support and supplies 
needed to make this possible. 
 

______My name is Tracy Ohlson.  I am married to Cory and we have three children: 

Logan 5th grade, Tanner 2nd grade and Wade who is 3.  I currently stay at home with my 
children. I have a degree in Elementary Education.  I am running for Parent/Teacher Board 
because I feel it is very important as a parent to be actively involved with my children's activities 
and in their education. 


