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Principally Speaking:

Thank you to all parents for the demonstratiormasttthat you
have provided to all educators as we have workexit/h the transition
and construction issues for our Aurora Middle Sdlsbadents.

What a terrific group of students we have and & b@en so
pleasing to see the cooperative attitude from @adikidual. It is obvi-
ous to all students, staff, and parents, that we same work yet aheadl
with the remodeling and with our new additionsislalso obvious that
our students are handling the procedures as welboasibly be ex-
pected.

As it certainly appears that the timeline of contiple will be
moving into the “cooler fall months”, we anticipatet students will be
bringing their coats and jackets to school. Pareh8" grade students
can remain assured that although coats and boakdragot typically
allowed within the classrooms, common sense wdl/pil over minor

also be provided. Your children seem to have aegligery well to the
temporary procedures that we have in place. Wecwiitinue to work
through the minor inconveniences as these surfadatiempt to keep
parents informed as well.

You have certainly provided us with a terrific gpoof students
to work with. On behalf of each staff member witbur building,
THANK YOU for the trust and opportunity you haveopided for us in
working with your children.

Pertaining to the building project, we were ecsttdifinally
have access to the school as the students begdeppemberd Al-
though initially our hopes were to have acces$i¢oentire new and re-
modeled areas by Labor Day weekend, we were ilyigaltisfied in
simply having access to the current facilities.wdwer, with colder
weather definitely anticipated our contractorstagaring the urgency of
our needs. With contractors, administrators, &miesentatives of our
Aurora Board of Education present at a recent mggtve are now all
anticipating the new addition (with exception te thcker rooms) to be
completed at approximately the end of October t@-November. We
will patiently and yet assertively await the needeoims and make the
necessary accommodations for our students.

We look forward to keeping you informed of a timbem every-
one will be able to view the new facilities.

Educationally,
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Thursday, October 5
End of 1st, Six Week
Exploratory Courses

Friday, October 19
End of 1st Quarter

Wednesday, October 24
Early Dismissal 1:48
Teacher Inservice

Thursday, October 25
/-,
Parent-Teacher Conferencsg
11:30-3:30 & 5:00-9:00

Friday, October 26
I,
Fall Break
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Reminder Notices to Parents
“Family Passes”: If you have yet to purchase your “Family Pass”, shhallows you admission
into all Middle School athletic activities schedidii@ Aurora (with exception to tournaments),
encourage you to do so. The cost of the familg p@$10.00 and will admit all members of thg
family, as well as Grand-parents. Passes may tmbhased through the middle school office.
High School activity passes may also be used font@hce into Middle School activities.
Electronic Progress Reports: If you have access to a computer and have yegistez your
email address with the middle school front offiee, encourage you to do so. All middle scho
instructors email electronic progress reports t@pis requesting this convenient means of cot
munication. Simply contact the school to requiessé progress reports. Due to the transition
construction and remodeling issues, we are a katydd in this process. Our apologies if you
have signed up and have yet to receive electrepiorts. We anticipate that all instructors will
have access to this procedure by the time youvedhis notice.
Electronic Newsletter: The middle school Newsletter is now provided toepés on-line. Par-
ents reading this information through the tradiibmeans are encouraged to contact the midd
school office if interested in receiving the Nevitde by means of the Internet. Parents choosi
to use the internet version will receive a mongatyail reminder witthe Newsletter attachment
As it takes some time to process all “beginnicigo®| year documents”, our first Middle

School Newsletter will be provided to everyone tlgio the traditional postal means. Our Nové¢

ber Newsletter will be sent to electronically toslk that have requested.

Inclement Weather/activity postponements and cancidtions: On occasions, weather relategl

announcements will be made regarding the postpomieone&ancellations of school activities.
Our middle school “Husky Hotline” will provide umdate information regarding any changes
our academic or extra-curricular programs, causeddement weather. The hotline number i
694-4444, extension 501. Please feel free to cotites hotline number to receive the latest ug
dates. This number is found in your child’s planfpage 22) and our school website at
www.aurora.esu9.org

School calendar: K-12 Activities Director, Mr. Tim Huls, has incorpated a web based schoo
calendar that will allow all individuals access fismmediate scheduling information about all K

activities. This information will not only provid@e activities, but the site, time of departure] &

directions to the activity. Please feel free tsitvihe following website for all of your activiig-
formation. The website is: highschoolsportsmeyou may simply log onto the school website
www.aurora.esu9.org, and go to the (1) communioatimk followed by (2) activities calendar.

Picture Retakes
Picture retakes for students in Grades K-1Plwveilon Tues-
day, Wednesday, October®™70nly students that were absent or
have been pre-authorized through Lad Photographyaxe their
picture taken on retake day. Students, who weserabshould
bring their picture packet and money that mornitfigiou have any
guestions, please contact Lad Photography at 30838&1. Please

Oct(;ber (

do not call the school office to authorize a pictue retake as we are unable to do sd.
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Seventh grade Reading students will be colledtemgs for the Nebraska Foster Cafe
Kits for Kids program. In our book, “A Family Apgarwe have studied about the Orphan
Train in the 1800’s. Started by Reverend Charlex®, the Orphan Train is considered tg
be the forerunner of some of the programs we had&ytto serve children. Some of our su-
dents have related stories of ancestors who wetieipants of the Orphan Train.

In order to help displaced children today we wélhelping to put together kits that are
given to a child when he or she is placed in fostee. This emergency kit gives the child
some special things during this difficult time Iretr lives. Blankets, toys, toothpaste, othqd
toiletries, books, backpacks are just a few ofititses that are on the suggested list which
was compiled by the Nebraska Foster & Adoptive Riakessociation.

=

Items will be collected in the seventh grade Regdiassroom for the next few weeks. Thys
is a voluntary program for any students who wispddicipate. If you have any questions
please feel free to call Marilyn Vrana at Auroradiéllie School.

Aurora TACT Presents
Camfel Productions “Be The Changé
Aurora TACT Presents
Camfel Productions “Be The Changé
Back by popular demand from our students, on Octdlé students
in the Aurora Middle School as well as studentaAurora Elementary
School, will have an opportunity to watch a spenialti media presenta-
tion, provided by Aurora TACT.Charting Your Course ” will be pre-
sented to Aurora Elementary School students atd@#5 Aurora Middle
School students will be presented the program3i g:m.
“Charting Your Course” incorporates a high degree of appropriat
music and special media effects in efforts to shgsesitive message with
students about becoming and maintaining positiaddeship strategies.
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HONORS CONVOCATION & RECOGNITION BREAKFAST

The Middle School staff takes great pleasure imaekedging students in their activity
and academic efforts. Students will be recognipedheir involvement and accomplishments
through Honors Convocations and the academic b&ssmhgnition Breakfast program.

Nine week, term ending Honors Convocation$vglheld at the end of each nine week
grading period to acknowledge Honor Roll students garticipants of school sponsored activityj
programs. This program emphasizes the academievachents and encourages students to ge
involved in extra-curricular participation. In ation, with the conclusion of the 1st, 2nd, and 3r
quarter grading period, a Recognition Breakfagr@wided to acknowledge academic efforts of
students meeting the qualifying criteria. Thedisirter Recognition Breakfast will be held to ag
knowledge the efforts of all'6 7th, and 8 grade students on the 1st quarter academic Honor
Rolls. The Honors Convocation will be held on Mopd@ctober 29, in the Fine Arts Theater.
The Recognition Breakfast will be held on Tuesddgtober 38 in the commons.

-

REPORT CARDS

A reminder to parents, the nine week term concluse$hursday, October 19th. Report
cards will beprovided to parentsduring the fall, Parent Teacher Conferences sdaddar
Thursday, October 25th. Parents should keep inl thiat these grade reports are merely de-
signed to inform parents of their child’s currenademic standing. The combination of two,
nine-week terms, determine the semester averageh waite recorded on the student’s transcripts.
The second nine-week (1st semester) concludesiday-danuary 11

Report cards for the 7th & 8th grade “exploratgoydgrams (6-week courses) and our 12
week “essentials classes” (grades 6, 7th, &hav@l be handed out to students on the last day of
each course. The first exploratory grading peends Friday, Octobefs

IMPORTANT DATES: PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF THIS INFORMAT ION:
A New School Calendar (Middle Schooljs attached which will replace any
previous existing calendars, including those foumthe student Planners. With
the later than anticipated school start, many calerelated items have changed
and therefore the necessity for an updated caleriflease see the enclosed calendar.
Early Dismissal: 1:30 elementary, 1:48 p.m., M. H.S. Wednesday, October 24.
Teacher In-service
Parent Teacher Conferences: Thursday, October 231:30 - 3:30 & 5:00 - 9:00 p.m.A
separate mailing will be sent home to parents witbrmation pertaining to the specifics of the
conference We certainly look forward to hosting the conferemead anticipate a great turnodt.
With that in mind and in effort to provide balartbeoughout the conferences, we thank all
whom are able to adjust their schedule and malkegements to be available for the 11:30 —
3:30 p.m. conferences.
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SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT

One of the components of a quality middle schoal ¢caring community. To achieve this

goal, the eighth grade team is requiring the eigin#ide students to undertake ten hours of learning

service during this school year. Five must be deteg by the end of the first semester, January

2008, and the remaining five by May 16. Howevestualent may complete them all as soon as fe

or she wishes.

The goal of this learning service requiremenbigdémonstrate the connection between th
school, the community, and the home. We hopettigests experience the positive feeling of gi
ing back to their community.

- = CABS ELECTIONS
Y 4 \ The new student representatives to CABS (CreatiBgtter
chool) were elected in September by a student ith five stu-
Y School) lected in S ber b dent totdywith fi

dents representing each of the three grades. t8élecrepresent thd'6
grade were Ryan Hackett, Bethany Janzen, BlakerSdiaylor Thiele, and Jack Ziska. Seventh

grade members include Sapphire Andersen, SavanmaBEock Henderson, Julia Sullivan, and|

J.T. Wetherington. The eighth grade will be représd by A.J. Farrand, Kori Hixson, Jordan
Hohwieler, Daniel Petersen, and Maggie Schneider.

This group will facilitate the planning of a nunilwé school-wide projects. Some of the
projects from the past include putting up lockgnsito promote school spirit, recognizing every
student’s birthday, providing a welcoming committegreet new students, organizing the mid-
dle school dances, assisting with parent-teach&ecences, celebrating National School Lunch
Week and American Education Week, and posting raiddhool news on the message board.

As sponsors, we are very appreciative of thesiesiis’ efforts.

Carol Ratzlaff and Marilyn Vrana

. MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE

J on Friday, October 19, 2007, in the old gym. Thstavill be $3.00 per person as
has been in the past. Since the dance will be oratedy after school, dress will i
JI\K the regular school attire. Refreshments will heesg. Also, students must arrive
by 4:00 p.m. and will not be allowed to leave uftDO or until their own parents
pick them up.

d
¢ ' CABS will be sponsoring a dance for 7th & 8th gratedents from 3:45 — 6:00 pp
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A separate “special 6th grade activity” will beopided for 6th grade students at a later tinpe.

Carol Ratzlaff and Marilyn Vrana




011,/ , 2

Daily Bulletin Related Items for Students
Thank you to parents for the follow up!

The usage of profanity, in or out of school is mesgpropriate. There is never an ok time to upe
words of this nature. In addition to the obviousrds that each student knows is unacceptablg,
the word “sucks” also qualifies as profanity whesed in an inappropriate way. Thank you pa}-
ents for re-enforcement and modeling of this at dom
All posters and flyers must be approved throughofifiee and only flyers or information associ
ated with the school and prepared by the schoelabowed to be posted or distributed to stu-
dents on school grounds. Please do not encourag®w your children to bring other such
communication, announcements, or invitations, tdib&ibuted to others or posted on school
grounds.
Physical Education shorts (p.e. attire) are nawvadld in any classes with exception to P.E.
classes. Clothes with holes are not allowed oonaarounds at any time. Cell phones are n
allowed on school grounds and are not allowed wiithdle school students at any middle schdol
activity.
And Finally an additional note of interest to pareris: On occasion, | come across various
education information that is worthy of being pas&#ward to instructors, parents, or both,
with permission from the author. As we have vesdunto the school and community activitie
enclosed you will find an article written by DrmJiTenopir, Executive Director of the Nebrasl;r
School Activities Association (NSAA). | thoughtelarticle could be of interest and value to
of us as parents and spectators.

\V

4
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COUNSELOR’'S CORNER

It was so good to finally get started this schagdry The enthusiasm of the studengs
has been wonderful to experience. You have to fbgse middle schoolers! Let me intrq-
duce myself. | am Suzanne Rauert the Aurora Mi&dleool Counselor. Glenn Rauert is
my husband....we're newly weds of two years! We havee grown children, Kent Rauer
of York, Casey Lee of Greenwood, and Darcie Le@aihesville, FL. The later two de-
cided it would be a good challenge for their monbdth get married this passed summer!
Along with being a new mother-in-law, three granagtaters keep me on my toes. | have
been counseling at Aurora Middle School for 20 ged?rior to counseling | taught 13 yeals
of Family and Consumer Science at Aurora High Sth8o........ I've been around! | mus
say that | am proud to be a part of this schodtidts It is fun to be involved with the sec-
ond generation of many families. Please feel toemontact me if you have concerns and/¢r
guestions about your child’s school year. It iparative that we communicate you as we
educate your children.

We welcome the'8graders into our middle school. They have beeatgabout
their extra walk every day. We have worked harthéke this process as “light weight” as
possible. Sixth graders are to leave their Matbkbat home. Their English and Social
Studies books remain in their respective classrodgpelling books need to be carried and
on occasion they will need to take their small Bceepaperback home. A heavy backpac
IS not necessary.

This year October is the month for achievemensteShe week of October $®ur
6™ and 7" graders will be taking the lowa Test of Basic BkilEighth graders will take the
Explore test later in the month. You will be redeg a letter the week prior to testing with
detailed information. Testing is important for gtadents and the teachers as we evaluat
student progress and curriculum needs.

11%

October 25, 2007
11:30—3:30 and 5:00—9:00

I School District 4R, Aurora, Nebraska, does notrifisiaate in employment practices or educationalospmities on the basis i
I sex, age, race, national origin, religion, or haagdi Questions or grievances may be directed tR&maekers, Superintendeht
1 of Schools, 300 L Street, Aurora NE 68818. Phdnmber 402-694-6923. |




2007-08, MIDDLE SCHOOL CALENDAR

September 4.
26:

October 5:
19:
24:
25:

26:

November 16:
21-22-23-:
28:

December 12:
21
Dec. 22-Jan 2:
January 3.
11:
23:
February 8.
22.
27
28-29:
March 19:
20-21-24-:
April 11:
23:
May 23:

First day of School

Early Dismissal: 1:48 p.m.Teacher In-service

End of £ Six Week Exploratory Courses

End of £' Quarter

Early Dismissal: 1:48 p.m.Teacher In-service

NO SCHOOL: Parent Teacher Conferences

11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. — 9:04 p.

NO SCHOOL.: Fall Break

End of 2° Six-week Exploratory & Twelve-week Essentials
NO SCHOOL: Thanksgiving vacation

Early Dismissal: 1:48 p.m.Teacher In-service

Early Dismissal: 1:48 p.mTeacher In-service

Dismiss for Christmas break, regular dismiss&:a0 p.m.
NO School

Classes Resume

End of 2 Quarter, 3 Six-Week Exploratory, 1Semester

Early Dismissal: 1:48 p.m.Teacher In-service

NO SCHOOL: Teacher In-service

End of 4", Six-week Exploratory / Twelve-week Essentials

Early Dismissal: 1:48 p.m.Teacher In-service

NO SCHOOL: Winter Break

Early Dismissal, 1:48 p.m.Teacher Inserv, End*®Quarter
NO SCHOOL: Teacher In-service &aster Break

End of 5", Six Week Exploratory Courses

Early Dismissal: 1:48 p.m.Teacher In-service

Last Day of School for Students (Dismiss 11:30 g.m.

EARLY DISMISSAL DATES:

Sept. 26, 2007: 1:48 pm.
Oct. 24, 2007: 1:48 pm.
Nov. 28, 2007: 1:48 pm.
Dec. 12, 2007:  1:48 pm.

Jan. 11, 2008: 1:48 p.m.
Jan. 23, 2008: 1:48 pm.
Feb. 27, 2008: 1:48 pm.
Mar. 19, 2008:  1:48 pm.

Apr. 23, 2008: 1:48 pm.

May 23, 2008: (11:30 a.m.)



