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Principally Speaking: 
  

Thank you to all parents for the demonstration of trust that you 
have provided to all educators as we have worked through the transition 
and construction issues for our Aurora Middle School students. 

What a terrific group of students we have and it has been so 
pleasing to see the cooperative attitude from each individual.  It is obvi-
ous to all students, staff, and parents, that we have some work yet ahead 
with the remodeling and with our new additions.  It is also obvious that 
our students are handling the procedures as well can possibly be ex-
pected. 

As it certainly appears that the timeline of completion will be 
moving into the “cooler fall months”, we anticipate that students will be 
bringing their coats and jackets to school.  Parents of 6th grade students 
can remain assured that although coats and book bags are not typically 
allowed within the classrooms, common sense will prevail over minor 
regulations.  As the coats are needed, an access area to the coats will 
also be provided.  Your children seem to have adjusted very well to the 
temporary procedures that we have in place.  We will continue to work 
through the minor inconveniences as these surface and attempt to keep 
parents informed as well. 

You have certainly provided us with a terrific group of students 
to work with.  On behalf of each staff member within our building, 
THANK YOU for the trust and opportunity you have provided for us in 
working with your children. 

Pertaining to the building project, we were ecstatic to finally 
have access to the school as the students began on September 4th.  Al-
though initially our hopes were to have access to the entire new and re-
modeled areas by Labor Day weekend, we were initially satisfied in 
simply having access to the current facilities.  However, with colder 
weather definitely anticipated our contractors are hearing the urgency of 
our needs.  With contractors, administrators, and representatives of our 
Aurora Board of Education present at a recent meeting, we are now all 
anticipating the new addition (with exception to the locker rooms) to be 
completed at approximately the end of October to mid-November.   We 
will patiently and yet assertively await the needed rooms and make the 
necessary accommodations for our students. 

We look forward to keeping you informed of a time when every-
one will be able to view the new facilities. 
 Educationally, 
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Thursday, October 5 
End of 1st, Six Week  
Exploratory Courses 

 
Friday, October 19 
End of 1st Quarter 

 
Wednesday, October 24�

Early Dismissal 1:48 
Teacher Inservice 

 
Thursday, October 25 

�	�/��		,�
Parent-Teacher Conferences 

11:30-3:30 & 5:00-9:00 
 

Friday, October 26 
�	�/��		,�

Fall Break 
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Reminder Notices to Parents 
· “Family Passes”:   If you have yet to purchase your “Family Pass”, which allows you admission 

into all Middle School athletic activities scheduled in Aurora (with exception to tournaments), we 
encourage you to do so.  The cost of the family pass is $10.00 and will admit all members of the 
family, as well as Grand-parents.  Passes may be purchased through the middle school office.   
High School activity passes may also be used for admittance into Middle School activities. 

· Electronic Progress Reports:  If you have access to a computer and have yet to register your 
email address with the middle school front office, we encourage you to do so.  All middle school 
instructors email electronic progress reports to parents requesting this convenient means of com-
munication.  Simply contact the school to request these progress reports.  Due to the transition of 
construction and remodeling issues, we are a bit delayed in this process.  Our apologies if you 
have signed up and have yet to receive electronic reports.  We anticipate that all instructors will 
have access to this procedure by the time you receive this notice. 

· Electronic Newsletter:  The middle school Newsletter is now provided to parents on-line.  Par-
ents reading this information through the traditional means are encouraged to contact the middle 
school office if interested in receiving the Newsletter by means of the Internet.  Parents choosing 
to use the internet version will receive a monthly email reminder with the Newsletter attachment.   

  As it takes some time to process all “beginning school year documents”, our first Middle 
School Newsletter will be provided to everyone through the traditional postal means.  Our Novem-
ber Newsletter will be sent to electronically to those that have requested. 

 
· Inclement Weather/activity postponements and cancellations:  On occasions, weather related 

announcements will be made regarding the postponement or cancellations of school activities.  
Our middle school “Husky Hotline” will provide up-to-date information regarding any changes in 
our academic or extra-curricular programs, caused by inclement weather.  The hotline number is 
694-4444, extension 501.  Please feel free to contact this hotline number to receive the latest up-
dates.  This number is found in your child’s planner (page 22) and our school website at  

 www.aurora.esu9.org. 
· School calendar:  K-12 Activities Director, Mr. Tim Huls, has incorporated a web based school 

calendar that will allow all individuals access for immediate scheduling information about all K-12 
activities.  This information will not only provide the activities, but the site, time of departure, and 
directions to the activity.  Please feel free to visit the following website for all of your activity in-
formation. The website is: highschoolsports.net or you may simply log onto the school website at 
www.aurora.esu9.org, and go to the (1) communications link followed by (2) activities calendar. 

 

Picture Retakes: 
    Picture retakes for students in Grades K-12 will be on Tues-

day, Wednesday, October 17th.  Only students that were absent or 
have been pre-authorized through Lad Photography will have their 
picture taken on retake day.  Students, who were absent, should 
bring their picture packet and money that morning.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Lad Photography at 308-382-8811.  Please 
do not call the school office to authorize a picture retake as we are unable to do so. 

October 
'��
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 Seventh grade Reading students will be collecting items for the Nebraska Foster Care 
Kits for Kids program.  In our book, “A Family Apart”, we have studied about the Orphan 
Train in the 1800’s.  Started by Reverend Charles Brace, the Orphan Train is considered to 
be the forerunner of some of the programs we have today to serve children.  Some of our stu-
dents have related stories of ancestors who were participants of the Orphan Train. 
  
In order to help displaced children today we will be helping to put together kits that are 
given to a child when he or she is placed in foster care.  This emergency kit gives the child 
some special things during this difficult time in their lives.  Blankets, toys, toothpaste, other 
toiletries, books, backpacks are just a few of the items that are on the suggested list which 
was compiled by the Nebraska Foster & Adoptive Parent Association. 
 
Items will be collected in the seventh grade Reading classroom for the next few weeks.  This 
is a voluntary program for any students who wish to participate.  If you have any questions 
please feel free to call Marilyn Vrana at Aurora Middle School. 
 

Aurora TACT Presents 
Camfel Productions “Be The Change”  

Aurora TACT Presents 
Camfel Productions “Be The Change”  

Back by popular demand from our students, on October 31st, students 
in the Aurora Middle School as well as students in the Aurora Elementary 
School, will have an opportunity to watch a special multi media presenta-
tion, provided by Aurora TACT.  “Charting Your Course ” will be pre-
sented to Aurora Elementary School students at 1:45 p.m.  Aurora Middle 
School students will be presented the program at 2:35 p.m.   

“Charting Your Course”  incorporates a high degree of appropriate 
music and special media effects in efforts to share a positive message with 
students about becoming and maintaining positive leadership strategies. 
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HONORS CONVOCATION & RECOGNITION BREAKFAST  
      The Middle School staff takes great pleasure in acknowledging students in their activity 
and academic efforts.  Students will be recognized for their involvement and accomplishments 
through Honors Convocations and the academic based, Recognition Breakfast program. 
     Nine week, term ending Honors Convocations will be held at the end of each nine week 
grading period to acknowledge Honor Roll students and participants of school sponsored activity 
programs.  This program emphasizes the academic achievements and encourages students to get 
involved in extra-curricular participation.  In addition, with the conclusion of the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
quarter grading period, a Recognition Breakfast is provided to acknowledge academic efforts of 
students meeting the qualifying criteria.  The 1st quarter Recognition Breakfast will be held to ac-
knowledge the efforts of all 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students on the 1st quarter academic Honor 
Rolls. The Honors Convocation will be held on Monday, October 29th, in the Fine Arts Theater.  
The Recognition Breakfast will be held on Tuesday, October 30th in the commons. 

 
IMPORTANT DATES:  PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF THIS INFORMAT ION: 
· A New School Calendar (Middle School) is attached which will replace any 

previous existing calendars, including those found in the student Planners.  With 
the later than anticipated school start, many calendar related items have changed 
and therefore the necessity for an updated calendar.  Please see the enclosed calendar. 

· Early Dismissal:  1:30 elementary, 1:48 p.m., M.S. & H.S. Wednesday, October 24th.  
Teacher In-service 

· Parent Teacher Conferences:  Thursday, October 25, 11:30 - 3:30   &   5:00 - 9:00 p.m.   A 
separate mailing will be sent home to parents with information pertaining to the specifics of the 
conference.  We certainly look forward to hosting the conferences and anticipate a great turnout.  
With that in mind and in effort to provide balance throughout the conferences, we thank all 
whom are able to adjust their schedule and make arrangements to be available for the 11:30 – 
3:30 p.m. conferences.   

REPORT CARDS 
 A reminder to parents, the nine week term concludes on Thursday, October 19th.  Report 
cards will be provided to parents during the fall, Parent Teacher Conferences scheduled for 
Thursday, October 25th.  Parents should keep in mind that these grade reports are merely de-
signed to inform parents of their child’s current academic standing.  The combination of two, 
nine-week terms, determine the semester averages which are recorded on the student’s transcripts.  
The second nine-week (1st semester) concludes on Friday, January 11th. 
 Report cards for the 7th & 8th grade “exploratory” programs (6-week courses) and our 12-
week “essentials classes” (grades 6, 7th, and 8th) will be handed out to students on the last day of 
each course.  The first exploratory grading period ends Friday, October 5th. 
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SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT 
 
 One of the components of a quality middle school is a caring community.  To achieve this 
goal, the eighth grade team is requiring the eighth grade students to undertake ten hours of learning 
service during this school year.  Five must be completed by the end of the first semester, January 11, 
2008, and the remaining five by May 16.  However, a student may complete them all as soon as he 
or she wishes. 
 The goal of this learning service requirement is to demonstrate the connection between the 
school, the community, and the home.  We hope the students experience the positive feeling of giv-
ing back to their community. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE 
 
CABS will be sponsoring a dance for 7th & 8th grade students from 3:45 – 6:00 pm 
on Friday, October 19, 2007, in the old gym.  The cost will be $3.00 per person as it 
has been in the past.  Since the dance will be immediately after school, dress will be 
the regular school attire.  Refreshments will be served.  Also, students must arrive 
by 4:00 p.m. and will not be allowed to leave until 6:00 or until their own parents 

pick them up. 
 A separate “special 6th grade activity” will be provided for 6th grade students at a later time. 
       Carol Ratzlaff and Marilyn Vrana 
 

 
 

CABS ELECTIONS 
 

 The new student representatives to CABS (Creating a Better 
School) were elected in September by a student body vote with five stu-
dents representing each of the three grades.  Selected to represent the 6th 

grade were Ryan Hackett, Bethany Janzen, Blake Scism, Taylor Thiele, and Jack Ziska.  Seventh 
grade members include Sapphire Andersen, Savannah Epp, Brock Henderson, Julia Sullivan, and 
J.T. Wetherington.  The eighth grade will be represented by A.J. Farrand, Kori Hixson, Jordan 
Hohwieler, Daniel Petersen, and Maggie Schneider. 
 This group will facilitate the planning of a number of school-wide projects.  Some of the 
projects from the past include putting up locker signs to promote school spirit, recognizing every 
student’s birthday, providing a welcoming committee to greet new students, organizing the mid-
dle school dances, assisting with parent-teacher conferences, celebrating National School Lunch 
Week and American Education Week, and posting middle school news on the message board. 
 As sponsors, we are very appreciative of these students’ efforts. 
      Carol Ratzlaff and Marilyn Vrana 
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Daily Bulletin Related Items for Students 
Thank you to parents for the follow up! 

· The usage of profanity, in or out of school is never appropriate.  There is never an ok time to use 
words of this nature.  In addition to the obvious words that each student knows is unacceptable, 
the word “sucks” also qualifies as profanity when used in an inappropriate way.  Thank you par-
ents for re-enforcement and modeling of this at home. 

· All posters and flyers must be approved through the office and only flyers or information associ-
ated with the school and prepared by the school, are allowed to be posted or distributed to stu-
dents on school grounds.  Please do not encourage or allow your children to bring other such 
communication, announcements, or invitations, to be distributed to others or posted on school 
grounds. 

· Physical Education shorts (p.e. attire) are not allowed in any classes with exception to P.E. 
classes.  Clothes with holes are not allowed on school grounds at any time.  Cell phones are not 
allowed on school grounds and are not allowed with middle school students at any middle school 
activity.  

· And Finally an additional note of interest to parents:  On occasion, I come across various 
education information that is worthy of being passed forward to instructors, parents, or both, 
with permission from the author.  As we have ventured into the school and community activities, 
enclosed you will find an article written by Dr. Jim Tenopir, Executive Director of the Nebraska 
School Activities Association (NSAA).  I thought the article could be of interest and value to all 
of us as parents and spectators. 
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School District 4R, Aurora, Nebraska, does not discriminate in employment practices or educational opportunities on the basis of 
sex, age, race, national origin, religion, or handicap.  Questions or grievances may  be directed to Dr. Ramaekers, Superintendent 
of Schools, 300 L Street, Aurora NE  68818.  Phone Number  402-694-6923. 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
 

 It was so good to finally get started this school year.  The enthusiasm of the students 
has been wonderful to experience.  You have to love these middle schoolers!    Let me intro-
duce myself.  I am Suzanne Rauert the Aurora Middle School Counselor.  Glenn Rauert is 
my husband….we’re newly weds of two years!  We have three grown children, Kent Rauert 
of York, Casey Lee of Greenwood, and Darcie Lee of Gainesville, FL.  The later two de-
cided it would be a good challenge for their mom to both get married this passed summer!  
Along with being a new mother-in-law, three granddaughters keep me on my toes. I have 
been counseling at Aurora Middle School for 20 years.  Prior to counseling I taught 13 years 
of Family and Consumer Science at Aurora High School.  So……..I’ve been around!  I must 
say that I am proud to be a part of this school district.  It is fun to be involved with the sec-
ond generation of many families.  Please feel free to contact me if you have concerns and/or 
questions about your child’s school year.  It is imperative that we communicate you as we 
educate your children. 
 
 We welcome the 6th graders into our middle school.  They have been great about 
their extra walk every day.  We have worked hard to make this process as “light weight” as 
possible.  Sixth graders are to leave their Math books at home.  Their English and Social 
Studies books remain in their respective classrooms.  Spelling books need to be carried and 
on occasion they will need to take their small Science paperback home.  A heavy backpack 
is not necessary. 
 
 This year October is the month for achievement tests.  The week of October 15th our 
6th and 7th graders will be taking the Iowa Test of Basic Skills.  Eighth graders will take the 
Explore test later in the month.  You will be receiving a letter the week prior to testing with 
detailed information.  Testing is important for the students and the teachers as we evaluate 
student progress and curriculum needs. 
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October 25, 2007 
11:30—3:30 and 5:00—9:00 



2007-08, MIDDLE SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 
September    4:  First day of School 
   26:  Early Dismissal:  1:48 p.m.  Teacher In-service 
October     5:  End of 1st, Six Week Exploratory Courses 
   19:  End of 1st Quarter 
   24:  Early Dismissal:  1:48 p.m.  Teacher In-service 
   25:  NO SCHOOL:  Parent Teacher Conferences 
     11:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
              26:  NO SCHOOL:  Fall Break 
November                     16:              End of 2nd, Six-week Exploratory & Twelve-week Essentials 
  21-22-23-:  NO SCHOOL:  Thanksgiving vacation 
   28:  Early Dismissal:  1:48 p.m.  Teacher In-service 
December   12:  Early Dismissal:  1:48 p.m.  Teacher In-service 

21: Dismiss for Christmas break, regular dismissal at 3:30 p.m. 
    Dec. 22-Jan   2:  NO School    
January    3:  Classes Resume 

11: End of 2nd Quarter,  3rd Six-Week Exploratory, 1st Semester 
   23:  Early Dismissal:  1:48 p.m.  Teacher In-service 
February    8:  NO SCHOOL:  Teacher In-service 
   22:  End of 4th, Six-week Exploratory / Twelve-week Essentials 
   27:  Early Dismissal:  1:48 p.m.  Teacher In-service 
         28-29:  NO SCHOOL:  Winter Break 
March   19:  Early Dismissal, 1:48 p.m.  Teacher Inserv, End 3rd Quarter 
  20-21-24-:  NO SCHOOL:  Teacher In-service & Easter Break  
April   11:  End of 5th, Six Week Exploratory Courses 
   23:  Early Dismissal:  1:48 p.m.  Teacher In-service  
May    23:  Last Day of School for Students (Dismiss 11:30 a.m. ) 

 
 
 

EARLY DISMISSAL DATES:  
       Sept. 26, 2007:      1:48 pm.   
 Oct.  24,  2007:     1:48 pm. 
 Nov. 28,  2007:     1:48 pm.    

Dec. 12,  2007:      1:48 pm. 
Jan.  11,  2008:  1:48 p.m. 
Jan.  23,  2008:   1:48 pm.  
Feb. 27,  2008:   1:48 pm.   
Mar. 19,  2008:      1:48 pm.    
Apr.  23,  2008:   1:48 pm.  

May 23, 2008:           (11:30 a.m.)   


